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25 November 2020 

 

Dear Convener 

 

Impact of Brexit on Devolution 

Thank you for your letter of 30 October seeking the views of the Public Audit and 
Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee on the evolving scrutiny functions of the Scottish 
Parliament and its Committees, in light of changes to the devolution settlement 
arising from the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. 
 
Given the remit of the Committee, it is unable to comment in detail on all the 
questions posed in your letter. However, the Committee did wish to make some 
broader points which are set out below. 
 

The Committee agrees that the matter of whether Parliament should be dependent 
on the Scottish Government in identifying what might or might not be suitable for the 
‘keeping pace’ power is an important consideration and, as such, agrees that early 
wider parliamentary engagement in the policy development process would be 
appropriate.  
 

The Committee also recognises that there is a role for Audit Scotland and therefore 
itself in scrutinising the impact of the EU withdrawal and new decision making and 
governance processes. Audit Scotland has already previously indicated1, 2 that it is 

                                                           
1
 https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2018/paper_181011_eu_withdrawal.pdf 

2
 https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2019/briefing_191216_eu_withdrawal.pdf 
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committed to monitoring and reporting on the impact of EU withdrawal on the 
Scottish public sector through its annual audit reports and key performance audits. 
Its longer-term work programme will include specific performance audits on 
arrangements following withdrawal from the EU. The Auditor General for Scotland is 
currently consulting on his draft work programme3 and therefore there is an 
opportunity for all Parliamentary committees to highlight to the Auditor General 
specific areas that they consider might benefit from Audit Scotland’s examination. 
 
The Committee has previously scrutinised the draft audit and accountability 
framework, which was developed by the UK and Scottish Governments following the 
Scotland Act 2016, and believes that it is important to establish the extent to which 
the new bodies referred to in your letter would fall under the scope of this framework. 
The Committee is aware that both the Scottish and UK Governments have 
committed to undertake a review of the framework in 2021 to coincide with a wider 
review of the Fiscal Framework. 
 
The Committee agrees that the Parliament should have a role in scrutinising the new 
and evolving governance structures at both a UK and Scottish level following Brexit 
in relation to the impact they may have on Scotland. The Committee will be exploring 
what role it may have in scrutinising these structures in due course. 
 
There will also be the opportunity for the Parliament and its committees to undertake 
post-legislative scrutiny of any relevant legislation in future parliamentary sessions. 
 

I trust these comments are helpful.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anas Sarwar MSP 

Acting Convener  
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https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/202011_Letter_to_Conveners_with_A

GS_WP_(002).pdf 
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